PREFATORY   NOTE

This biographical sketch is offered as a small token
of esteem on the eight-first birthday of Sir M Visves-
varaya, There can be no doubt that a full critical
biography of one of the Makers of Modern India would
be of immense interest. It is no hackneyed and wean-
some subject on which an animated pen can pounce.
But innate sense of reserve and modesty has made Sir
M. Visvesvaraya deprecate any attempt at hero-worship
and hence the present writer, who had the good for-
tune to associate with him, relies more upon personal
observation than upon adequate documents.

A biography may be digressive or critical and in both
cases it is, in the strict sense, " an essay of truth/1 It
cannot be asserted of the present theme that all has
Jbeen said before, though Sir M. Visvesvaraya has be-
come a legend and a tradition in his own lifetime.
Therefore, the author is at ease in his own mind and
neither tradition, inhibition nor protest worries hi?nL

This essay is in the nature of an exploration of a vast
subject neither taconodastie nor imcntkally eulogistic
but the result of hope and curiosity. It does w& claim
to be a trim model of conformity but is written in a
flexible form to which BaaUfcTs wcusto "It is *aln to
object that it is disjointed, disproportioned and irregu-
lar " can apply. Its apparent lack of plan or expert
knowledge is really the result of a mental holiday free
from all conventional procedure,

I owe a deep debt of gratitude to Sir Pursbofeamdas
TbaJnwtlas, Kt, who is one erf the grarfes*